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EL Civics Obj 47.1/Internet Safety 
Level:  Beginning High Task #1:  Identify Internet Uses 
Revised from Torrance Adult School 

 
 

Language & Literacy Objectives: 
 

1. Identify and categorize common uses of the Internet (e.g. email, shopping, social 
networking). 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

In this lesson, students will learn about the most common uses of the Internet and sort 
those activities into related categories (e.g. communication, information, business). 
 

 
ASSESSMENT TASK 
 

Student will label, in writing, 6 pictures depicting common uses of the Internet.   
12 points possible (2 pts each answer). 
 

 
HANDOUTS PROVIDED 

 
Handout 1:  Vocabulary – Identify Internet Uses 
Handout 2:  Conversation Questions – Internet Uses 
Handout 3A-C:  Introduction:  Why Do People Use the Internet? 
Handout 4A & 4B:  Introduction & Answer Key:  Categories of Internet Use 
Handout 5:  Introduction:  Safety on the Internet 
Handouts 6A & 6B:  Practice & Answer Key:  Identify Internet Uses & Safety Issues 
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Task 1 – Handout #1 
 

VOCABULARY:  IDENTIFY INTERNET USES 
Adapted from Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English Online (www.ldoceonline.com) 

 
Internet (noun):  a computer system that allows millions of users around the world to 
communicate and exchange information. 
 
online (adjective):  connected to others through the Internet; available through the Internet. 
 
communicate (verb):  to exchange information, thoughts or feelings with other people. 
 
email (noun):  a system that allows you to send and receive messages by computer.  
You do not need to be on the computer at the same time. 
 
instant messaging (IM) & chat:  a type of service available on the Internet that allows 
you to quickly exchange written messages with people that you know.  Both people 
must be on the Internet at the same time. 
 
social networking:  a website where one connects with those sharing personal  or  
professional  interests.  Users create profiles that may include information about 
themselves and pictures.  Facebook and MySpace are examples. 
 
e-commerce:  “electronic commerce.”  The activity of buying and selling goods and 
services and doing other business activities using a computer and the Internet.  
Examples include buying movie tickets. 
 
online auction:  a type of website in which you can sell things to the person who offers 
you the highest price.  Example:  eBay. 
 
classified ad:  a small advertisement you put on a website to buy or sell something  
Example:  Craig’s List. 
 
information:  facts or details that tell you about a situation, person, event, etc. 
 
search engine:  computer program to help find information on the Internet, e.g.  Google. 
 
website:  a place on the Internet where you can find information. 
 
online dating.  using the Internet to meet people, arrange meetings and find romance.  
Example:  Match.com or eHarmony.com. 
 

download:  to move information or programs from the Internet to your local computer 
(e.g. music, movies, games, software). 

http://www.ldoceonline.com/
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TASK 1 – Handout #2 

 
CONVERSATION QUESTIONS – INTERNET USES 

Adapted from http://iteslj.org/questions/internet.html (Conversations for the ESL Classroom, I-TESL-J) 

 
 

1. How has the Internet changed society? 

 

 

2. Does the Internet help people communicate? 

 

 

3. How often do YOU use the internet? 

 

 

4. Do you shop online? 

 

 

5. How can the internet be used for education & learning English?  

 

 

6. How can the Internet be used for entertainment? 

 

 

7. Which websites do you use the most?   

 

 

8. Do you visit the Fremont Adult School web page at www.face.edu?  

http://iteslj.org/questions/internet.html
http://www.face.edu/
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TASK 1 – Handout #3A 
 

INTRODUCTION:  WHY DO PEOPLE USE THE INTERNET? 
content adapted from http://ezinearticles.com/?10-Most-Common-Uses-of-the-Internet&id=3086972 

© 2011, Images from office.microsoft..com 

 
The INTERNET is a computer system that connects people all over the world.  These 
are the main uses of the Internet today: 
 

 

COMMUNICATION 
Includes email, instant 
messaging (IM) and chat.  We 
can use these tools to send 
quick messages to other 
people all over the world.  We 
can also get a fast response. 

 

 
 

 

 

INFORMATION 
We can use the World Wide Web (Web) to 
learn about every topic imaginable, 
including news reports, health advice, and 
weather forecasts.  Search engines like 
Google are a good place to start. 

 

ONLINE AUCTIONING 
Buying and selling things 
through a bidding process is 
very popular on the Internet.  
Well-known sites include 
eBay and Craig’s List. 

 

  

http://ezinearticles.com/?10-Most-Common-Uses-of-the-Internet&id=3086972
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TASK 1 – Handout #3B 
 

INTRODUCTION:  WHY DO PEOPLE USE THE INTERNET?  
content adapted from http://ezinearticles.com/?10-Most-Common-Uses-of-the-Internet&id=3086972 

© 2011, Images from office.microsoft..com 

 
 

 

SOCIAL NETWORKING 
Includes online sites such as 
Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn.  
These sites allow people to create an 
online community for personal and 
business use. 

 

 

 

    SHOPPING 
In today’s busy world, many people 
use the Internet to buy or sell 
products.  Sites include Amazon, 
Overstock, Target and other stores.  

 

ENTERTAINMENT 
The Internet is a great source for 
downloading films, music and 
games.   

 

 

http://ezinearticles.com/?10-Most-Common-Uses-of-the-Internet&id=3086972
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TASK 1 – Handout  #3C 
 
 

INTRODUCTION:  WHY DO PEOPLE USE THE INTERNET?  
content adapted from http://ezinearticles.com/?10-Most-Common-Uses-of-the-Internet&id=3086972 

© 2011, Images from office.microsoft..com 

 
 

 

JOB SEARCH 
Most employers now require 
applicants to submit their resumes 
online.  There are many websites 
where job seekers can find job 
postings, including Monster and 
Craig’s List.  

 

  

 

    ONLINE DATING 
Some people use websites such as 
Match.com or E-Harmony to find a 
mate and start a relationship.  
Email, text, IM and chat are also 
popular for communicating when 
you are already in a relationship. 

 

SERVICES 
Many companies and individuals now 
provide access to services online, or at 
least ordering those services.  
Includes online banking, travel 
planning, and buying movie tickets. 

 

http://ezinearticles.com/?10-Most-Common-Uses-of-the-Internet&id=3086972
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TASK 1 – Handout  #4A 
 

 
INTRODUCTION:  CATEGORIES OF INTERNET USE 

 

Directions:  With a partner, write each Internet use under the correct group below: 
 

Send email Sell items on eBay Make travel plans 

Chat with a friend Pay bills Update Facebook status 

Do a Google search Download music Check the weather 

Watch YouTube videos Play games Look for medical advice 

Buy items on Amazon.com Buy movie tickets Post ad on Craig’s List 

 
 
Business/e-Commerce 

 
Communication/ 

Social Networking 
 

Entertainment 

1.  _________________ 
 
2.  _________________ 
 
3.  _________________ 
 
     _________________ 
 
  
 

1.  _________________ 
 
2.  _________________ 
 
3.  _________________ 
 
     _________________ 
 
     

1.  _________________ 
 
2.  _________________ 
 
3.  _________________ 
 
     _________________ 
 
   
 

 
Information 

 

 
Services 

 
1.  ___________________________ 
 
2.  ___________________________ 
 
3.  ___________________________ 
 
     ___________________________ 
 
    
 

1.  ___________________________ 
 
2.  ___________________________ 
 
3.  ___________________________ 
 
     ___________________________ 
 
   

 
Directions:  Can you add one more Internet use to each group above? 
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TASK 1 – Handout  #4B (ANSWER KEY) 
 

 
INTRODUCTION:  CATEGORIES OF INTERNET USE (ANSWER KEY) 

 

 
Directions:  With a partner, write each Internet use under the correct group below: 
 

Send email Sell items on eBay Make travel plans 

Chat with a friend Pay bills Update Facebook status 

Do a Google search Download music Check the weather 

Watch YouTube videos Play games Look for medical advice 

Buy items on Amazon.com Buy movie tickets Post ad on Craig’s List 

 
 

Business/e-Commerce 
 

Communication/ 
Social Networking 

 

Entertainment 

1.  Buy items on Amazon.com 
 
2.  Sell items on eBay 
 
3.  Post ad on Craig’s List 
 
     _________________ 
 
  
 

1.  Send email 
 
2.  Chat with a friend 
 
3.  Update Facebook status 
 
     _________________ 
 
     

1.  Watch YouTube videos 
 
2.  Download music 
 
3.  Play games 
 
     _________________ 
 
   
 

 
Information 

 

 
Services 

 
1.  Pay bills online 
 
2.  Buy movie tickets 
 
3.  Make travel plans 
 
     ___________________________ 
 
    
 

1.  Do a Google search 
 
2.  Check the weather  
 
3.  Look for medical advice 
 
     ___________________________ 
 
   

 
Directions:  Can you add one more Internet use to each group above? 
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TASK 1 –Handout #5 
 

INTRODUCTION:  SAFETY ON THE INTERNET 
adapted from www.wiredsafety.org/911/index.html 

 
The Internet can be a valuable source of information, entertainment and community. 
Along with these benefits also come risks. Not only are there inappropriate images and 
promotions that may reach children, but there are also online predators, viruses and 
scams that may become prevalent through common web searches.  (adapted from What 

Are the Dangers of Internet Safety? http://www.ehow.com/info_8172927_dangers-internet-
safety.html#ixzz1IrSj4kDw) 

 
What are some of the most common Internet safety risks? 
 

cyberbullying When the Internet, cell phones or other devices are used to send or post 
text or images intended to hurt or embarrass another person. 

fraud Misrepresentation of facts, which causes loss to someone else. 

identity theft Any crime in which someone steals personal information about and 
belonging to another person, for example their bank account number or 
the number of their driving license, and uses this information to deceive 
other people and get money or goods. 

phishing scams  Phishing is the act of masquerading as a trustworthy person or 
business to get sensitive information, such as passwords and credit card 
details,  that a victim might think reasonable to share with such an entity 
(e.g. their bank).  Involves seemingly official emails or instant messages 
sent to collect personal information from unsuspecting users 

malware Stands for “malicious software.”  Software designed to harm or secretly 
access a computer system without the owner's informed consent.  
Includes viruses, worms, spyware, and more. 

sexual predator A person who habitually seeks out sexual situations that are deemed 
exploitative, especially of children.  On the Internet, sexual predators 
often “hunt “ or “groom” their victims in chat rooms and on social 
networking sites. 

spam Email messages that a computer user has not asked for and does not 
want to read.  For example, from someone who is advertising 
something. 

spyware Computer software that secretly records information about which 
websites you visit. This information is then used by advertising 
companies, who try to sell you products. 

virus/worm A virus is a set of instructions secretly put into a computer, usually 
spread through emails, which can destroy information stored on the 
computer.  A worm is a type of computer virus that can make copies of 
itself and destroy information on computers that are connected to each 
other. 

 

http://www.ehow.com/info_8172927_dangers-internet-safety.html#ixzz1IrSj4kDw
http://www.ehow.com/info_8172927_dangers-internet-safety.html#ixzz1IrSj4kDw
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Task 1 PRACTICE Handout #5A:  IDENTIFY INTERNET USES & RISKS 

Directions:  Look at the pictures below.  What are the users doing on the Internet?  
What are some of the risks?  Write your answer below each picture. 

online shopping online banking 

checking the weather forecast stealing personal information 

(identity theft) 

making travel plans downloading music 

downloading a virus online dating 

 

  

1. _______________________________ 2. _______________________________ 

  

3. _______________________________ 4. _______________________________ 

 
 

5. _______________________________ 6. _______________________________ 

.
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